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Tomorrow's Oil Mill 

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  of the cot tonseed 
c rush ing  indus t ry  assembled  at the 

convent ion of the Nat iona l  Cot tonseed 
Produc t s  Associat ion,  at New Orleans  dur- 
ing the la t ter  par t  of last  month ,  l istened to 
several  addresses  relat ive to the recent ly  
comple ted  economic su rvey  of their  indus- 
try.  

T h e  su rvey  proved  conclusively,  on paper  
at least, tha t  the c rush ing  of cot tonseed for 
oil, as conducted at p resen t  in the South,  
is not  a profi table business.  The  plain facts, 
as expressed by  the composi te  figures f rom 
some six hundred  mills (cover ing  three  
years  of opera t ion) ,  revealed tha t  the crush- 
ers are in the manu fac t u r i ng  business  for 
the benefit  of the cot ton farmers ,  who  re- 
ceive the bulk  of the mills '  earnings  in the 
fo rm of p a y m e n t  for the cot tonseed.  The  
best  tha t  the mill owners  seem to have  
gained is a fair  wage  for m a n a g e m e n t  
efforts. 

Var ious  remedies  for the s i tuat ion have  
been proposed.  One  which seems to have  
me t  with no little favor  is tha t  the exis t ing 
larger  and financially s t ronger  mills should 
buy  and scrap the num erous  small  unprofit-  
able mills. Such a move  would,  of course, 
be of little benefit.  As soon as the indus t ry  
as a whole again  showed respectable  profits,  
new capital  would be a t t rac ted ,  new pro- 
jects  would be init iated and in a shor t  while 
the same condit ion on excess mill ing capac- 
ity would reappear .  

Ea rnes t  efforts  are under  way,  wi th  the 
able co-operat ion of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Agriculture, to stabilize a method of grading 
seed, so that the farmer who delivers poor qual- 
ity seed will be paid only a percentage of the 
basic price, thus  enabl ing the crusher  to 
calculate a profit  f rom his operat ions,  even 
when the yield of oil and a m m o n i a  in the 
fo rm of p roduc t s  is reduced. This  step 
should help the mills appreciably ,  but  as 
long as the potent ia l  seed-crushing  capaci ty  
of the mills as a whole remains considerably 
g rea te r  than  the seed yield of the cot ton 
crop, the old compet i t ion  for the purchase  of 

seed will persist ,  wi th  the resul t  tha t  al low- 
ances for qual i ty  will be remi t t ed  and all 
o ther  considera t ions  of profi table opera t ion  
may be neglected in the scramble to yet 
the seed. 

The forward-looking crushers will pre- 
pare to keep their  mills in opera t ion  by  
adap t ing  them for handl ing  o ther  oil-bear-  
ing mater ia l s  than cot tonseed.  T h e  devel-  
opmen t  of soy beans  in the middle  wes t  in 
the past  few years  has been remarkable .  
Th is  crop, as well  as peanuts  and several  
o ther  vege tab le  sources  of oil, is well sui ted 
to much  sou thern  land avai lable for cul t iva-  
tion. Certain impor ted  raw mater ia ls ,  also, 
can be handled in the cot tonseed mills. 

T h e  successful  mill of the future  will be 
an oil mill, not  a cot tonseed mill, ope ra t ing  
at least  three  hundred  days  a year ,  on a 
va r i e ty  of oi l -bear ing mater ia l .  
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Progress in Oil Chemistry 

T H E  Amer i can  Oil Chemis t s '  Socie ty  
has  jus t  b rough t  to a close a mos t  s u c -  

cessful year.  T h e  period was  marked  by 
an awaken ing  of interest  in one of the mos t  
involved p rob lems  of research in the chem- 
i s t ry  of fa ts ;  the nature ,  cause and control  
of rancidi ty.  

Ranc id i ty  and consequent  spoi lage of 
edible fats  and bake ry  p roduc t s  is respon-  
sible for the loss of millions of dollars an- 
nual ly  in this coun t ry  alone. Fo r  m a n y  
years  chemis ts  and bac ter io logis t s  have  
considered the subject  only  in a desu l to ry  
manner ,  usual ly  a r r iv ing  at  the point  of ad- 
mi t t ing  tha t  the cause or causes  were  jus t  
beyond  detection.  

Now,  however ,  with the adven t  of new 
appa ra tus  of var ious  types  for the measure -  
men t  of the progress  of oxidat ion and ran- 
cidification, inves t iga tors  are v iewing  the 
p rob lem with  renewed hope of success. 

At  the Fall  Meet ing  of the Oil Chemis t s '  
Society which was held in Chicago in 
N o v e m b e r  last, several  va luable  contr ibu-  
t ions to the subject  of rancidi ty  and insta-  
bi l i ty of fats, par t icu lar ly  of fats  in tended 
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